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Mother by day, anomaly by night, Susanne Bartsch can roast a
chicken, knit a sweater, and produce one hell of a party. A fashion
icon and the empress of New York City nightlife, Bartsch is
notorious for exhibiting some of the most extravagant looks seen
in the underground club scene and curating an array of eclectic
events for over three decades. From Paris to Tokyo, Bartschis a
paragon of embodiment and transformation—providing offbeat
venues and spaces for creative creatures and visionaries alike

to unify, to dance, and to and express themselves with elegant
fluidity. She released her documentary Susanne Bartsch: On Top
in 2018, created Bartschland Follies, her weekly eclectic risqué
show extravaganza at The McKittrick Hotel, and continues to
throw elaborate events across the globe.

You were born in Switzerland and moved to

London at just 17 years old where you sold

antiques and clothing at Chelsea Market.
Talk to us about your upbringing and cre-
ative background.

My father was a skilled artisan who specialized

in furniture. My mother was very encouraging

and taught me the value and importance of play-
ing the game. She told me the most important

thing was not necessarily coming out on top,
but rather the act of participating in life to

gain fulfillment. I was born with the fashion

bug and was concocting avant-garde ways to

accessorize and wear clothes from a young age.
I was also a cosmetics maven throughout my

teenage years and loved the attention I received

from hometown locals after applying the entire

rainbow palette in my eyeshadow when I was

around 17 years old. London was simply the

place to be for a young girl in Europe who

wanted to participate in the swinging youth

quake that the city was vibrating with. Like any
hipster chick would, I got a job at the groovi-
est boutique with cute rock-and-roll boys and

started knitting sweaters with a young, fash-
ion-forward contemporary flair. Business grew
so much that I couldn’t keep up and eventually,
I moved on to other things.

Who is Susanne Bartsch at her very core
and what does she stand for?

I have a picture of myself as a child throwing
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best described as bohemian glamour. And to that
end, what the lashes and cosmetics are really

about is the development of a Susanne Bartsch “I LOVE TO SEE YOUNG

lifestyle brand, which I am launching with an PEOPLE WHO ARE

online shopping site called Bartsch Bazaar. We're EXCITED ABOUT LIFE

starting with a manageable line of accessories

for the home and some archive pieces for the ; 3 - AND THE POSSIBILITIES
: A OF THE WAYS IN WHICH

THEY MIGHT CHANGE

THE WORLD. IT FEEDS

MY SOUL, MY HEART."
—~SUSANNE BARTSCH

fashion-forward customer. Curating extraordi-
nary and unusual things for the fabulous realm
of beauty really makes the world a wonderful
place to be.

Tell me about the biggest challenges you have
faced as an event producer during the pan-

demic. How have you found ways to continue

connecting with your community and doing

the things that fuel your soul?

The pandemic has been very difficult for me all

around because it totally shut down my busi-
ness. I feel like a bird that had its wings clipped.
Iwent from doing four events a week and seeing
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both myself and my community, I started creating
Zoom parties. They enabled me to pay some of my
peeps that I worked with for years and keep us a
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little connected. It was a lot of fun and an excuse
to create new looks. Everybody got dressed up
and it became a substitute for the real thing. We
also raised a lot of money for Black Lives Matter
and the Ali Forney Center. I did a Prom for AFC
and it was incredibly rewarding. I have really
appreciated the support of these parties. In a way,
the pandemic was a good thing as it finally forced
me to take an extra step and go from life to virtual.

What is the biggest misconception about
you?

That I'm sort of a frivolous dingbat party girl,
which is a facet of myself that I play up and
enjoy immensely when I work my events. I'm
a raging freak-fest by night, but really I'm just
an old-fashioned girl, a mommy who can roast a
chicken and knit a sweater. And I never swear in
my native Swiss tongue.

What are some of your favorite things in your
wardrobe?
Wigs, heals, and lashes.

If you can send one message to the world
what would it be?
Don’tlet fear run your life. Follow your bliss and

blaze your own trail. You'll never win if you never
fail.
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"MY EVENTS ARE ABOUT

SPIRITUALITY. THEY ARE

ABOUT UNITING AND

BRINGING TOGETHER -
ALL TYPES OF PEOPLE- .
GAY, STRAIGHT, UPTOWN, "N
DOWNTOWN, RICH, POOR, A A
THE CORPORATE AND Q-
CREATIVE."

-SUSANNE BARTSCH
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